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Verbs: [Dynamic and Active] ...or [Stative and Non-Action]

This month let’s look at two important —and opposite — categories of verbs: dynamic versus stative. Dynamic

— or active — verbs are used to describe action, change or process. This is the most common use of verbs, for

example in a simple present or a progressive tense. Stative — or non-action — verbs are used to describe a

state or a condition. As a condition has no change, no process, no beginning or end ... stative verbs mean only

simple and perfect tenses.

Verbs as Dynamic

| eat breakfast at the same time every day. | am eating breakfast right now.

Use of verbs in a dynamic form refer to the actions that make up our daily lives and what we do: we eat, we
talk, we cook, we sit, we watch, we cry, we read, we drive, we send, we weatr, ... and so on.

Verbs as Stative
Use of verbs in a stative form refer to possession, knowledge and opinion, feelings and emotions, and
perceptions and the senses. Kenji owns three cars.
She knows the answer.  She thinks she knows the answer. | think she thinks she knows the answer.
Most children don’t like vegetables.
You seem happy. You look healthy. You sound excited.

Verbs in both Dynamic and Stative Forms
Some verbs can be used in both dynamic and stative forms ... the meaning is clearly different.

Have Lisa and | have three cats. We are having a birthday party for them tomorrow.
Think [/ don’t think that is a good idea. You shouldn’t be thinking about the weekend during class.

Look [/look very much like my father.Hey ... what are you looking at over there?



Taste, See, Smell, Feel
This soup tastes just like my Mother’s. Taste this soup — see if you like it.
Sometimes | feel lonely. Feel this ... it is softer than | imagined.

Sometimes verbs that are usually stative can also be used in a dynamic (active) sense ...
the meaning is subtly different.
Stubborn is an adjective that demands a stative meaning ....
Mr. Allen is always stubborn. He never changes his mind or compromises about anything.
But | can also use adjective stubborn in a dynamic sense.
Mr. Allen is being stubborn. (What | mean is that he is acting stubborn right now because
he knows that he is wrong, but he won’t apologize.)

The verb feel: as active, then stative, then stative again, and stative again ... and then as stative or dynamic ...
all with one theme: Mary buying a blanket because she might beill.
Mary ... | see that you are carefully checking that blanket —rubbing your hand over it and feeling it.
How does it feel —is it soft? | feel that you should pay a little extra in order to get a very soft blanket
that feels comfortable for you, especially if you don’t feel well ... you know, if you are feeling sick.

Other examples:
In these cases, a stative verb is used to make a statement ... then the same verb is used in a dynamic or
progressive form to emphasize the sense of ‘right now!
Tom clearly doesn’t believe Richard. | mean, look at his face; he is clearly not believing any
of the lies that Richard is telling.

Your teacher told me you don’t understand this topic. Let me explain it to you.
[... explanation ... explanation ... explanation ... question and answer ... ]
So ... we are working hard - good ... are you getting it? Are you understanding it now?

And lastly ... In 2003, the hamburger store McDonald’s launched an advertising campaign in order to appeal to
younger people ... do you remember the new slogan that was used?
I'm Lovin’ It = I’'m Loving It.
Can you explain the verb use here — using the idea of stative and dynamic verbs?
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