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Questions: Tag Questions and Negative yes/no Questions

Tag questions and Negative yes/no questions allow the speaker to: (1) comment on a
situation — either neutrally or with surprise or some other emotion and (2) check on
information or background.

Let’s look at four sample questions:

Suppose | am talking to you about lunch. | say:

1. “I'll treat you to lunch. | know a good ramen restaurant. Do you like ramen?”

2. “I'll treat you to lunch. | know a good ramen restaurant. You like ramen, don’t you?”

3. “I'll treat you to lunch. | know a good ramen restaurant. Oh, that’s right ...
You don’t like ramen, do you?”

4. (at the restaurant ... we are eating our ramen ... you have a strange look on your face)
“What’s the matter? Don’t you like ramen?”

So ... what is happening?

Question 1 is a neutral question — | really don’t know, so | want to ask a pure question.

Question 2 is based on my assumption (from the verb to assume) that everyone likes ramen,
so while | think you must like ramen, | will just check.

Question 3 is based on the fact that at some time in the past, you said you didn’t like ramen
... or | heard from someone that you didn’t like ramen ... so now | need to check this



information in order to consider my restaurant choice.
Question 4 expresses my surprise and disbelief that you might not like ramen. | mean ...
everyone likes ramen, don’t they?

A communication problem can sometimes come in the response. It can be confusing: is the
response an answer to the question or is the response a statement of the truth?

“Ill treat you to lunch. | know a good ramen restaurant. Oh, that’s right ...
You don’t like ramen, do you?”

1. No. | don’t like ramen ... unfortunately.

2. No. That is not true ... | love ramen ... especially pineapple ramen.

3. Yes. That is true. | don’t like ramen ... unfortunately.

4. Yes | do!!!'| love ramen ... especially chocolate ramen.

So, you should be careful about using just ‘yes’ or ‘no’ in your response ... unless the
meaning is obviously clear between the speaker and listener.

Here are some common patterns ... think how you might use them:
Rising intonation means a question ... Falling intonation means a statement.

They are ..., aren’t they? You haven'’t ..., have you? We need (to) ..., don’t we.
This is going to be ..., isn’t it? You'll be ..., won’t you? Learning thingsis ..., isn’t it?

Here is a page that has more explanation and more examples:
https://byjus.com/english/question-
tags/#:~:text=The%20Collins%20Dictionary%20definition%200f,%27%20are%20a%20que

stion%20tag.”
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