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Future Expressions:
When you talk about the future, you are probably doing it correctly ...
but DO YOU KNOW WHY?

Most speakers ... native speakers of English and non-native speakers who are learning English ... use expressions about
the future correctly most of the time. For the native speakers, this is expected. But for the English learners, it comes as
a pleasant surprise.

The question for both groups, however, is:
do you know why you are choosing and using the correct form?

First of all, use of expressions about the future in English is very forgiving. There are (at least) four ways to indicate future
events and (at least) six criteria for deciding which form to use. The forgiving part is that for many of the criteria, there
are often two different forms that can be used.

The forms: be going to I’'m going to relax and watch a movie tonight.
will | will choose my movie carefully.
present progressive I’m starting at 7:00 if you want to join me.
simple present My news program begins from 10:00,

so | have to finish by then.



The criteria:

Number 1. Facts or events that are certain will happen in the future:
be going to Sunset is going to be at 7:38 tonight.
will The sun will set at 7:38 tonight.

Number 2. Predictions that are relatively certain to happen in the future:
be going to | think people are going to use technology more and more in the future.
will | think people will use technology more and more in the future.

Number 3. Things that are already decided:
be going to He’s going to Paris next week. | envy him.
present progressive He’s traveling to Paris next week. | envy him.

Number 4. Future decisions made at the moment of speaking:

Number 5. To make future offers or future promises:
will A: There is a big sale at Rausch’s Department store starting tomorrow.
B. I didn’t know that. From tomorrow? | think I’ll go look for a new tie.
A. Do you want to go together? I’ll pick you up at 9:30 sharp.
B. Great. I’ll be reading and waiting in front of my apartment building.

Number 6. Scheduled events ... timetables, programs, schedules:
simple present The train departs at 9:20 AM tomorrow — don’t be late.
My favorite news program starts from 10:00 PM tonight.
Can | use the television at that time.

So, remember: for talking about future, our ideas are separated as

[ facts that are certain ], [ predictions ], [ things that are already decided ], [ future decided at the moment of speaking ],

[ offers and promises in the future ], and [events that have a schedule or a set time ].
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