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NOTICE THE DIFFERENCE

Most people like solving the ‘Notice the Difference’ puzzles you sometimes find in magazines. In these puzzles, you have
to identify several differences in the two illustrations that are shown. This month, | would like to do the same thing with
English. In the following passages, there are several pieces of information. However, the exact information, together with
the relationships that are created between the pieces of information, is different for each passage. Read the passages ...
think about your understanding of each ... and then ‘Notice the Difference.” Here are some hints to help you: look for (1)
basic information; (2) event relationships; (3) understanding the situation; (4) the excuse; and (5) the unexpected
information.

Passage 1

After | picked her up at her hotel, we stopped to eat lunch at a Chinese restaurant on the way to the
museum. | know that she doesn't like Chinese food, but that was the most convenient restaurant on the
way. The waiter that served us was from Korea!

Passage 2

| picked her up and then we went for lunch to a Chinese restaurant. It was near the Modern Art Museum.
Even though she is not interested in art, there was nothing else to do until the party that evening. The
exhibition featured Edo-period paintings!

Passage 3

After | went to get her at her hotel, | took her to the Museum of Modern Art. On the way, we stopped to
eat lunch. Even though she doesn't like Chinese food, there were no other restaurants on the way. At the
museum, we were able to see a special exhibition of Edo-period paintings.

Passage 4



| got her at the hotel and then we decided to go to the Museum of Modern Art. She was hungry so we had
stop to eat lunch—there was a Chinese restaurant. | know that she doesn't like modern art, but that was
the only thing to do all afternoon. At the restaurant, we were served by a waiter who was from Korea.

So ... could you ‘Notice the Difference’? Let’s analyze what is happening in each of the four passages.

Passage 1:

(1) basic information: picked her up / Chinese restaurant / museum / Korean waiter
(2) event relationships: After | picked her up ... we stopped on the way

(3) understanding the situation: | know that she doesn’t like Chinese food, but ...

(4) the excuse: it was the most convenient restaurant on the way
(5) the unexpected information: it was a Chinese restaurant, but the waiter was from Korea

Passage 2:
(1) basic information: picked her up / Chinese restaurant / Modern Art Museum / Edo-period paintings
(2) event relationships: | picked her up and then we went to a restaurant

(3) understanding the situation: Even though she isn’t interested in art,

(4) the excuse: there was nothing else to do until evening

(5) the unexpected information: it was a museum of modern art, but the exhibition was Edo-period paintings

Passage 3:

(1) basic information: went to get her / Museum of Modern Art / Chinese food / Edo-period paintings
(2) event relationships: After | went to get her ... | took her to ... On the way, we stopped to eat lunch
(3) understanding the situation: Even though she doesn’t like Chinese food,

(4) the excuse: there were no other restaurants on the way
(5) the unexpected information: a modern art museum, but we were able to see an Edo-period painting exhibition

Passage 4.

(1) basic information: got her at the hotel / Museum of Modern Art / hungry=lunch / Korean waiter
(2) event relationships: got her ... we decided to go ... she was hungry ... had to stop

(3) understanding the situation: | know she doesn’t like modern art, but

(4) the excuse: it was the only thing to do all afternoon

(5) the unexpected information: it was a Chinese restaurant, but we were served by a waiter from Korea
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