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To Start 2024 - Let’s Start with How We Start Our Sentences

| often tell students to ‘notice how sentences begin.’ Why?

There are many ways to say the same thing ... you can use different sentence patterns to ‘communicate’ the same or a
very similar idea. Often the variety of those sentences is easiest to see in how the sentence begins.

And while such sentences ‘function’ in the same way — the message is nearly the same — these differences can provide
nuance ... reveal a point of view ... show a certain emphasis ....

Thinking about how we begin our sentences can also help with fluency: it is important to ‘know how’ and ‘be able to’
finish a sentence once you begin with a certain pattern.

Of course, there are grammar explanations for these different sentences. But, it is sometimes easiest when speaking to
create sentences using the ‘sentence beginning’ that comes into your mind ... rather than searching for some
grammatical sentence option.

Let’s Try The Main Idea of my sentence: [ start / begin a sentence] + ([way])+ [important]

Sentence Start 1: The ideas in order: The ....
Sentence Start 1a: The start of a sentence is important.
The beginning of a sentence is important.
Sentence Start 1b: (adding [way] The way you begin a sentence is important.
Sentence Start 1c: (adding [way] The way a sentence starts is important.

Sentence Start 2: Starting with How or Wh- vocabulary

Sentence Start 2a: How you begin a sentence is important.
Sentence Start 2b: How a sentence is started is important.
Sentence Start 2c: What you do to begin a sentence is important.

Sentence Start 3: /t is as the start
Sentence Start 3a: It is important how a sentence is started.



Sentence Start 3b: It is important how you begin a sentence.

Other Starts

Sentence Start 4:

Starting sentences in a certain way is important.
Sentence Start 5:

Sentence beginnings are very important.

Let’s try another one.

Main Idea: [ study ] + [ everyday ] + [ vital =important ] + [ improve English ]
We can use either a one-sentence pattern or a two-sentence pattern

Sentence Start 1: The ideas in order: Studying ....
Studying every day is vital to improving your English.

Sentence Start 2: Combining [ study ] + [ every day ] for Every day as the start
‘Every day study’ is vital to improving your English

Sentence Start 3: Vital as the start
The number one vital thing to improving your English is to study every day.
The most important thing to improving your English is studying every day
Sentence Start 4: starting with improve English
To improve your English, it is vital to study every day.
Sentence Start 5: /t as the start

It is vital to study every day to improve your English.

Emphasizing with a Wh- or an H- word can require two sentences

When you study is important.

( How you study is important. )
+

[ any of the sentences above ]

The idea is that thinking about the beginning of a sentence is good for your creativity and fluency in English
Thinking about how you begin your sentences is an idea that can help your English creativity and fluency.
The creativity and fluency of your English can come through thinking about different sentence beginnings
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