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Tne Honorof

Professor 1. NOro
&

Professor A. S. Rausch’s
Letirement

Tokuji Noro-sensei, former President of ASELE, and Anthony S. Rausch-sensei, former President of
ASELE and a current member of the Board of Directors, will retire at the end of March 2026. We wish to
acknowledge their lasting contributions to ASELE and to English language education.

Noro-sensei served as President of ASELE for eight years, from 2014 to 2022. During his tenure, he also
served as Executive Committee Chair for the Hirosaki Research Conference of the Japan Society of English
Language Education, held at Hirosaki University in August 2019. For this conference, he invited Professor
Rod Ellis, whose work many of us studied during our university years, and under his leadership, the
conference was brought to a highly successful conclusion. As both its leader in name and in practice, he
guided the association as a true driving force. Furthermore, his classes, particularly his English courses for
students aspiring to become elementary school teachers, were remembered as being challenging, yet also
as classes in which students clearly understood his expectations, fostering a strong sense of responsibility

and motivation.

Rausch-sensei has served as a board member of ASELE since 2000, and from 2004 to 2014, he also served
as President. During these years, he made invaluable contributions not only to English language education
in Aomori, but also to the field of English language education in Japan as a whole. He has also been greatly
admired by students at Hirosaki University, and his classes were known for being engaging, inspiring, and
intellectually stimulating. Many students remember his courses as a place where they developed both their

academic skills and their love of learning.

While we will certainly miss them after their retirement, we hope to carry forward the many lessons they
have taught us. As their colleagues and successors, we move ahead with pride, keeping their guidance and

example close to our hearts. We are honored to share a message from Rausch-sensei on this occasion.
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30 Wonderful Years
Anthony Rausch

This is a wonderful opportunity for me to speak to ASELE readers. As you
may know, | have written the REAL ENGLISH column for the ASELE
website for the past three years, so writing this message provides me a chance
to tell my story as I see it and feel it. I have been in Japan since 1990; in
university-level English education since 1995. It has been a [where is my
thesaurus?] stimulating, challenging, and tremendously rewarding 30 years

of teaching and research. I want to acknowledge my mentors - for those who
remember them: H43504, BEPJA, MRIEA, and Westerhoven 4GZE, and
say thank you to all my colleagues over the years and at present. [ cannot imagine the total number
of students I have interacted with over the years in my classes - Communication I, Communication
I1I, and English Composition, but I will estimate that I have worked with somewhere around 80
seminar students ... [ hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did. My research — on language learning
strategies, story reading for elementary school English education, and Complexity-Accuracy-
Fluency as a Communication Education/Interaction Paradigm — was very personally satisfying. As
my career now comes to a close, the question is: do I have some hints about learning languages?
Do I know the secrets to success in acquiring English? Have I discovered my Language Learning
Philosophy? Yes ... [to borrow from a well-known sporting goods company] ... JUST DO
SOMETHING ... ANYTHING. There is no secret and there is no magic. To learn a language,
simply do things in that language ... do something ... do anything ... any time ... when you have
time ... all the time. And always have fun.




